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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 

ART. I.—Monthly Reports on Epidemics and the Sanitary 
condition of Chicago, prepared for the Cook County Medical 
Society at the Meeting in November, 1854. By N. 5. Davis, 
M. D., and Prof. in Rush Med. College. 

The last report, made by your committee, had reference to the 
diseases prevalent through the month of August. Not having 
been able to attend the meeting of the Society on the first Tues- 
day in October, no report was made for September, and hence the 
present paper will contain a brief review of two months. 

Having in the former reports traced somewhat in detail the 
progress of cholera and its connection, as far as possible, with the 
appreciable conditions of the atmosphere, we shall at present oceu- 
py very little time or space with that subject. At the close of 
our Jast report, the cholera had ceased its ravages as an epidemic, 
but sporadic eases continued to occur in all sections of the city, 
causing from two to ten deaths per day. During the first three 
weeks of September, the weather was moderately cool; and fur the 
most part the atmosphere was dry. During this time the average 
number of cases and deaths from this disease gradually decreased. 
This was so much the case, that for several days previous to the 
21st, I met with no well marked case of the disease. 
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On Friday, September 22d, I learned of four deaths from chol- 
era within the compass of two blocks, between Randolph and 
Lake streets, west of the West Side Market House. These had 
all been attacked during the evening of the 21st and were either 
dead or in a state of complete collapse before morning. On in- 
quiring of physicians, I learned that several other cases occurred 
at the same time, chiefly in the West division of the city. The 
number of cases and deaths occurring on the 21st and 22nd, was 
sufficient to indicate a sudden and well marked increase in the 
prevalence of the disease. A few days later the same increase of 
cases and deaths was found to exist in the South and North Di- 
visions; and it continued with little or no abatement until the 
18th of October. The whole number of deaths during the month 
of September from all diseases was 560 ; of which 240 were 
reported to have resulted from cholera. During the first 13 days 
of October the number of deaths from all diseases was 190, of 
which 17 were attributed to cholera. During the week following 
the 13th the attacks became much less frequent, and for some 
time past I have not met with a single well-marked case. I have 
stated that during the first three weeks of September the weather 
was moderately cool and dry, and the prevalence of cholera slowly 
diminished. On the afternoon and evening of the 21st of the 
month there was a notable change. The atmosphere became very 
nearly saturated with moisture and the night warm. This state of 
the atmosphere continued two weeks. The temperature was at no 
time very high, neither was there at any time more than a slight 
sprinkling of rain, yet the proper tests showed constantly a high 
degree of saturation ; and some days the air was filled with a vis- 
ible mist or fog. It was during this time that the cholera attacks 
became again so numerous as to cause considerable uneasiness in 
the public mind, and several well known citizens became its vic- 
tims. During the third week in October the weather became 
cooler, accompanied by one or two copious rains, which for the 
first time thoroughly saturated the soil with fresh water. Since 
then the atmosphere has been clear, dry and pleasant, accompan- 
ied by a rapid improvement in the public health. The increase 
of sickness which was noticed during the last part of September 
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and the first of October, was undoubtedly caused in part by the in- 
creased influx of emigrants from Europe aud the rapid returp of 
many from other parts of the Union under the impression that the 
cholera had entirely ceased in the city. It is worthy of note aiso 
that the specific character and phenomena of most of the attacks 
which have occurred during the last period of the prevalence of 
the cholera, was somewhat different from those that were noticed 
during the summer. A smaller proportion of ‘hem were rapidly 
fatal, and there was manifested a much greater tendency to stop 
vomiting and purging before complete collapse, and to result in a 
very low grade of secondary typhoid fever, which it was often ex- 
tremely difficult to remove. ‘There were many cases also, that 
presented the copious vomiting, purging, cramps, and rapid pros- 
tration of ordinary epidemic eholera; but the matters vomited, in- 
stead of presenting the appearance of rice-water, were, throughout, 
thin as water and of a deep green or yellow color. ty 

Although such modifications were seen in many of the cases, 
yet there were some as rapidly fatal as at any previous part of 
the season. I recollect well the case of an Irishman who had 
been in the city only a few days. He rose in the morning, eat 
his breakfast, and went to his work in a ‘marble yard near by.— 
He shortly after felt sick, returned to his boarding house, and in 
less than one hour, he was in a state of complete collapse, and be- 
fore noon life was extinct. I learned, however, that he had had 
serous diarrheea during the last part of the night and early morn- 
ing, but without mentioning it to any one. In one particular the 
following case may be worthy of recital: 

Miss C., a school girl, aged 18 years, large size and fleshy, was 
attacked with active cholera on the evening of Oct. 10th. I was 
called to visit her in the night. Found her vomiting and purging 
frequently, the matter discharged being entirely serous or rice- 
water Her eyes were sunken and the skin underneath of a leaden 
or purple color; the skin on the extremities shriveled and cold 
puse very small and frequent; the voice husky; extreme thirst 
for cold water ; frequent cramps in the extremities; and great 
restlessness. I directed strong sinapisms of mustard to be applied 
over the epigastric region, the'spine and the extremitios ; and a 






















































184 ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


powder consisting of calomel 2 grs. acetate of lead I gr., and ace 
tate of morphine } gr., to be given immediately after every par- 
oxysm of vomiting, and ifthe vomiting ceased, to be continued 
every hour until the diarrhoea ceased also. Her drinks were re- 
stricted to coffee and cold water given alternately in table-spoon- 
ful doses, and small pieces of ice to hold in the mouth. The next 
morning I found her still with a cold and corrugated skin, sunken 
eyes, husky voice, rapid and feeble pulse; but the vomiting, purg- 
ing and cramps had ceased. As she was wakeful and restless, I 
continued to give her morphine in doses of 4 of a gr. combined 
with one grain of calomel, every three hours, and spts. nit. dule., 
half a tea spoonful between the powders. Up to this time there 
had been no secretion of urine, and the thirst remained unabated 
At evening she had a moderate evacuation of urine, and two small 
discharges from the bowels consisting of a serous fluid of the color 
of strong coffee with black flakes floating in it. There was also 
more reaction, the skin being warmer, the cheeks slightly flushed, 
but the pulse, thirst, &c., the same asin the morning. I now di- 
rected her the following, viz.: 


K& Sulp. quinine 12 grs. 
Puly. G. camphor, 5 grs. 
Mix and divide into five powders, one to be taken every two hours t 


Beef-tea had been given in small quantities frequently throughout 
the day, together with some coffeo. These were continued. I 
was in hopes the quinine and camphor would give more force and 
steadiness to the heart’s action, and thereby render the pulse ful- 
ler and slower. In this, however, I was disappointed. The next 
morning the pulse still remained small and quick, at least 150 
per minute, the skin around the eyes and on the extremities of a 
purplish color, but warm; the cheeks deeply flushed and hot ; con- 
siderable thirst ; the tongue coated and dry; slight wandering of 
mind at times; and great restlessness. She had passed a small 
amount of urine and one or two discharges from the bowels very 
similar to that of the day previous. Believing that no healthy cap- 
ilary circulation or functional action could be established while 
the pulse continued so rapid and feeble, and the patient presenting 
the appearance of sinking soon jnto a most dangerous typhoid con- 
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dition, I determined to try the effects of a direct and powerful se- 
dative. AJ! the previous remedies were discontinued except the 
animal broth, and the following, viz.: 
K Sat. tinct. veratrum viride, 3i. 

Tinct. opii et camph. 3i. 

Spts. nit. dulc. 3i. 
Mixed, was given in doses of a teaspoonful (one fluid drachm) 
every four hours, and the face add neck sponged over frequently 
with cold water. 

At the end of twenty-four hours, I found the pulse reduced 
below 90 per minute, and more full; the cheeks were less flushe , 
and the color of the skin improved. The patient had slept more 
quietly, during which a slight perspiration appeared on the fore- 
head. She had vomited a little green fluid once or twice, and had 
discharged from the bowels once, the evacuation being less thin, 
and of a greener color, instead of black. 

I continued the same treatment, only diminishing the dose of 
the medicine to half a teaspoonful, given at the same intervals of 
time. During the succeeding twenty-four hours there was no 
vomiting or intestinal discharges; the pulse became natural in 
frequency ; the thirst ceased; the urinary secretion was free and 
natural ; and the countenance good, with some appetite. From 
this time the patient took very little medicine of any kind, and 
rapidly recovered. The point of interest in this case was the ex- 
treme rapidity of the pulse, continuing after the evacuations had 
ceased, and the apparently prompt influence of the veratrum in 
controling it, and arresting the development of a severe second- 
ary typhoid fever. Those who have had much to do with the 
treatment of cholera have not unfrequently met with cases in 
which the discharges cease before entire collapse or loss of pulse 
at the wrist, but in which the pulse becomes extremely rapid, 
siiall, and iechle, accompanied by just enough re-action to give 
Wailmil to the surface over the face and trunk, with remaining 
colduess and lividity of the extremities, and nearly suppressed 
seeretion of urine. 

Sv faras my observations go, such patients linger from one to 
six days ina typhoid cond tion, with occasional vomiting of a 
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green liquid, and then die ; though a few slowly recover. Re- 
garding the rapidity of the pulse in such cases as depending on 
extreme exhaustion, I have generally endeavored to support the 
patients by moderate stimulants and nutritious drinks. But the 
large proportion of deaths with those who get into the state here 
described, determined me to use the veratrum viride in the fore- 
going case, for the purpose of directly diminishing the frequency 
of the heart’s action. The result was such, that I shall try it 
again, if I chance to meet with other cases presenting the same 
condition of the circulation. In endeavoring to improve our 
stock of knowledge in regard to the successful treatment of chol- 
era, we shall, doubtless, gain more by studying carefully the 
varying indication which spring up in the progress of different 
cases, and the means best caleulated to meet those indications, 
than by the vain search after new remedies which may be applic- 
able to all cases and stages of the disease. 

Dysentery.— During the two months embraced in this report, 
the prevalence of Dysentery in this city has very much exceeded, 
in the number of attacks, that of Cholera. It has prevailed, more 
or less, among all classes and ages, but the emigrants, those who 
have recently commenced their residence here, and the children, 
have suffered most. As a genercl rule, the disease has been mild 
and easily controlled by proper remedies ; but there have not been 
wanting cases of the most obstinate duration, and others of the 
most malignant or rapidly fatal character. The great majority 
of cases that I have met with, have commenced with rigors, fol- 
lowed by fever, pain in the head, loins, and extremities, together 
with frequent discharges of mucous, more or less mixed with 
blood, and accompanied by severe griping pains and tenesmus ; 
agreeing in all respects so fully with the descriptions of the dis- 
ease given by well known authors, that any details given here 
would be a waste of valuable time. A few cases have been ob- 
served in which the disease manifested distinct periodicity, and 
readily yielded to the use of Quinine and Opium in anti-periodic 
doses. 

The most dangerous class of cases have been: characterized at 
the beginning, by pretty copious and frequent discharges of » 














REPORTS ON EPIDEMICS, BTC., OF CHICAGO. 487 


serous fluid, mixed with sufficient dark colored blood to give the 
whole a dark red appearance. The patients complain of compara- 
tively little pain or tenesmus, but feel a great sense of oppression 
and distress in the epigastrium, and extreme debility. The gen- 
eral febrile action is feeble, the extremities often being cool; the 
pulse soft and not more than 90 per minute ; the countenance of a 
leaden or dingy hue and the expression dull ; the mouth dry; the 
voice husky; the respiration feeble, and the mental operations 
slow. If the disease continues uncontrolled from three to five 
days, the tongue becomes more dry and covered, especially in the 
middle and back part, with a brown coat; the upper lip becomes 
retracted and the tecth covered with sordes; the pulse more fre- 
quent and feeble; the mind more dull and disposed to wander; 
and the discharges continue frequent, considerable in quantity, and 
consisting of a large proportion of very dark colored blood, and 
emitting an extremely offensive odor. Generally there are flakes 
and shreds of Lymph mixed with} the discharges. Some of the 
cases terminate in fatal exhaustion between the end of the first 
and the middle of the second week. Others terminate still earlier 
by the supervention of true cholera, or rice-water, diseharges with 
vomiting, and almost immediate collapse. I have seen only three 
or four of this class of cases. The following case will illustrate 
both the symptons and treatment of that form of the disease which 
we have been describing. 

Mr. B., a native of Ireland, aged about $0 years, was admitted 
into the Mercy Hospital during the second week in October. He 
had been sick five or six days. His face was of a purplish red color ; 
his tongue covered with a dry, brown coat, upper lip retracted, and 
teeth covered with dark sordes; mind very dull and inactive ; 
pulse 90 per minute and soft; skin dry snd rough ; abdomen full 
and tympanitic ; with very frequent discharges from the bowels, 
consisting almostjwholly of dark blood, emitting a very offensive 
smell, and amounting to very considerable in quantity. The dis- 
charges were frequently accompanied by much pain, and an im- 
perfect control over the sphincter of rectum, allowing the blood te 
escape sometimes involuntarily. Wishing to diminish the quanti- 
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ty of bloody discharge, I directed for the patient a powder con- 
sisting of 


BPulv. Opii, 1 gr. 
Puly. Alum, 4 grs. 
Sub: Murias Hyd., 2 grs. 


Mix and give every two hours; and between each dose give two 
fluid drachins of the Emulsion of Oil of Turpentine and Tinct 
Opii. 

Zach dose of the latter would contain about 15 drops each 
of the Turpentine and Laudanum. The following morning I found 
no other change in his symptoms than a diminution of the bloody 
discharges. Lut they continued very offensive and dark colored, 
and the sphincter Ani was so much relaxed as to allow the dis- 
charges to occur before the patient could be gotten up or out of 
bed. 

The powders were discontinued, and in their place, I directed 
a tea-spoonful of the following, viz : 


BK Nitric Acid, 3i. 

Tinct. Opii, Sil. 
Strychnine, 1 gr. 
Water, 3ii, mix~ 


The Emulsion was continued as before, and the patient allowed 
a liberal supply of animal broth, well seasoned with salt. He 
was continued steadily on the use of these remedies for three days, 
during which time the discharges ceased to contain blood, and be- 
come fecal, though still much too frequent and liquid. His coun- 
tenance also improved; the tongue became more moist, and the 
teeth less covered with sordes; and the mind more active. As 
the discharges remained quite frequent, though destitute of blood, 
and much improved in their nature, I directed a pill consisting of 
nitrate of silver one third of a grain, and opium one grain, to 
given two hours until the bowels should become quiet. We con- 
tinued the pills about three days when the evacuation nad become 
so much less frequent that they were continued only three times 
aday. At the present time thre remains still a morbid senseitive- 
ness of the mucous membranes manifested by three or four thin 
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fecal evacuations every 24 hours. The chief points of interest in 
this case were, the large quantity of verydark and grumus blood 
contained in the discharges; the relaxation or loss of power over 
the sphincter ani; and the apparent beneficial action of strych- 
nine in removing the latter, I have had occasion several times to 
resort to the strychnine for the same purpose, in the advanced stage 
of typhoid fever and dysentery, and it has seldom failed to produce 
good effects. In a considerable number of cases of dysentery, ac- 
companied by an unusual amount of blood in the discharges, to- 
gether with much prostration, I have found the pulv. alum, in 
doses of from three to five grains, combined with opium, one of the 
most efficient astringents we possess. It is less sedative or debil- 
itating than the acetas plumbi , and equally effectual in diminish- 
ing the quantity of the discharges. 

Continued Fever.—During the last two months I have met 
with only four cases of that variety of continued fever called T'y- 
phus ; and these were all in the persons of emigrants brought to 
the Mercy Hospital soon after their arrival in this city. There 
was nothing peculiar in their symptoms or treatment. 

They were received into the same wards with other patients, but 
no other cases occurred among the inmates. 

The ordinary typhoid fever has increased almost in the same ra- 
tio with the decrease of cholera and dysentery. Of thirty-two 
cases, concerning which I kept memoranda, twelve occurred du- 
ring the month of September and the remaining twenty in Ccto- 
ber. In this list are not included those cases of typhoid disease 
following genuine attacks of cholera or cholera morbus. In refer- 
ring to the class of individuals attacked, I find that nearly all were 
between the ages of 18 and 45 years; and 21 out of the 82 had 
been residents of the city between one and six months. Only s 
small proportion of the whole were emigrants recently from Eu- 
rope, but more than half of the number were young men from oth- 
er States, who had commenced their residence here since the fire 
of March last. During the month of September and the first hé 
of Octeber. nearly all the attacks of typhoid fever commen? 
with general lassitude and a moderate diarrhea, lasting from tW® 
to six days, when for one day the discharges would becom» more 
47 
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frequent, accompanied by pains in the head, back, and abdomen; # 
pulse between 90 and 100 per minute; skin dry and moderately 
hot; the tongue covered with a dirty white coat, most thick along the 
middle; sometimes the edges red, and the whole mouth deficient in 
moisture. This would characterize the onset of the disease, or 
the period when the patient takes to his bed. In some instances the 
gastric and intestinal irritation at the commencement was more 
severe, giving rise to both diarrhoea and vomiting. These, howev- 
er, lasted only one or two days, when genera ‘the gastric irrita- 
tion subsided, and the diarrheea consisted of only three or four thin 
fecal dil: ges per day. But as the intestinal discharges became 
less frequent, the general febrile action increased, the pulse be- 
coming quicker and more full, the skin more hot, the face more 
flushed, the mouth more dry, and the coat in the middle of the 
tongue, appearing more dry and brown with redder edges, the ab- 
domen rotund and slightly tympanitic, and the mind dull, with 
slight indications of delirium, especially during the night. The 
subsequent course of the discase has not differed from ordinary in- 


testinal typhoid fever, as described in the books. During the last 
half of October the gastric and intestinal symptoms were much 


less prominent at the commencement of the attack ; and in a large 
proportion of cases, the patients complained, during the first day or 
two, of rigors and chilliness, with more decided pains in the head, 
back, and extremities. In some cases, though the rigors did not 
continue after the second day, yet the fever was distinctly remit- 
tent, presenting a well marked exacerbation every afternoon and 
evening. Sodistinct were the exacerbations that in three cases 
full antiperiodic doses of quinine and opium were given, but in 
every instance it failed to cut short the disease and establish conva- 
lescence. ThoughI have in no case been able to arrest the fever 
by the use of quinine, yet in several cases which manifested distinct 
morning remissions, I have given four grains in a tea-spoonful 
of the emulsion of oil of turpentine and laudanum, at 6 and 9 
o’clock A. M., continuing the emulsion without the quinine du- 
‘ing the remainder of the 24 hours, and with decided benefit. Most 
Cthe cases that have come under my care have been mild and 
easly conducted toa perfect convalesceice Of those that came 
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under my care during the first week of their sickness, only one 
died. In the hospital where many patients are received after the 
fever has becn existing from two to three weeks, three died with 
the disease, presenting plain evidence of ulcerations in the mucous 
membrane of the ilium. The one case that terminated fatally af- 
ter having been subjected to treatment early, was that of a young ! 
man who was attacked first with diarrheea, for which he took some ji 
very heating medicine from an eclectie physician. 

The medicine cheeked the diarrhoea very quickly, but it was fol- 
lowed immediately by an increase of fever and pain in the head 
and abdomen. I found him the following day with all the symp- 

_ toms of a severe continued fever with intestinal irritation. At the 
end of a week the fever subsided, the tongue became clean, the 
fecal evacuations very nearly natural, and all the usual symptoms 
of entire convalescence. But the patient, instead of gaining 
strength, continued dull and weak, and a slight tenderness remain- 
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ed over the right iliae region. He continued in this state of ap- 


parent convales:::ce cight or ten days, very slowly im roving ty 
in appetite and strength, wher he was seized with sudden and se- 
vere pain in the abdomen, followed by rapid distension and ten- 1; 
derness, with a feeble and very quick pulse, and death ensued in f 
48 hours. Though no post mortem examination was made, yet ‘i 
there could be very little doubt but perforation of the intestine and ' 
consequent peritonitis was the cause of the fatal result. The mem- ip 
bers of the society are aware that the use of the veratrum viride f 
in the treatment of typhoid fever, has attracted considerable atten- “ 
tion in certain places during the last two years. I have,made it } 
the subject of special attention during the present season, and have “ 
found a certain class of cases in which its medicinal effects are very 
valuable. These cases are such as present, early after the attack, a 
a rapid pulse aud hot skin, indicating an unusual grade of irrita- 1 
tive excitement in the circulation. The following caso will illus a 
trate the class to which [ refer, and the mode of prescribing the pf 
remedy : vf 

; 


Mr. B., a native of Ireland, aged 38 ycars, had been in the 
country, and was there attacked with fever, preceded with lassi- 
tude and rigors. Te was induced to take freely of Cayenne pep- 
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per, brandy and quinine. Continuing sick, however, he was, at 
the end of the first week, sent into the city, and received into the 
Mercy Hospital. I found him with a deep red flush over the 
whole face ; the eyes suffused; the lips, mouth, and tongue dry, 
‘the latter being brown along the middle and red at the edges ; the 
mind wandering; the skin hot; the pulse 120 per minute and 
moderately firm; the respiration hurried; the bowels quiet ; and 
the urine scanty. 

I directed for the patient a powder containing Sub. Murias 
Tiydrag. two grains, Pulv. Doveri and Bi Carb. Soda, each five 
grains, to be given every four hours, with a tea-spoonful of Spts. 
Nit. Dulc. between. The surface, especially of the face and up- 
per part of the trunk, were to be sponged over with cold water. 
This treatment was continued forty-eight hours without any deci- 
ded alteration of the symptoms. The tongue became more dry and 
brown, the skin remained hot, and the pulse more than 120 per 
minute. Owing to the continued rapidity of the circulation, and 
active grade of febrile excitement, I discontinued the powders and 
Spts. Nit Dulc., and gave the following, viz: 


RB Tinet. Veratrum Viride - - 5i 
Tinct. Opii et Camph. - -  3j 
Spts. Nit. Dulc. - - - 3j mix 


and give one teaspoonful every two hours; and allow a small 
quantity of beef-tea for nourishment. The following morning the 
pulse was reduced to 80 per minute, the skin was cool and moist, 
the mind less delirious but inactive, but the surface of the tonzue 
remained dry, and the bowels had moved three times, the dischar- 
ges being thin and brown. The Veratrum mixture was continued 
at intervals of once in 6 hours, and a teaspoonful of the emulsion 
of turpentine and laudanum given between. This was continued 
for three days, during which the pulse remained below 80 per 
minute, and the general febrile action seemed entirely overeome. 
The tongue also became more moist and of a better color, and the 
discharges from the bowels more healthy. The veratrum was now 
omitted and the emulsion alone continued two or three days longer, 
when complete convalescence was established. The rapid subsi- 
dence of the fever and the reduction of the pulse exhibited in this 
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case, I have seen follow the use of the Veratrum Viride in almost 
every instance, in which the fever inits early stage was accompan- 
ied by unusual fiequency of pulse, without excessive intestinal ir- 
ritation. 

But its beneficial effects have been limited to these cases alone. 
In those cases manifesting but a moderate frequency of pulse, a 
depressed state of the organic actions, and general dulness or di- 
minished sensibility, Ihave derived no benefit from its use. And 
in all cases of typhoid fever it is necessary to guard against its 
tendency to disturb the stomach aad bowels. To effect the latter 
purpose, I generally exhibit it in combination with camphorated 
tincture of opium. 

I will mention but one other disease in this report. 

Puerperal Fever.— Between the 15th and 25th of September» 
I met with four cases of well marked puerperal peritonitis. 

These cases occurred so near together that I at first feared that 
it was commencing an epidemic prevalence. But on inquiring of 
other practitioners, I found no corresponding prevalence of it in 
their practice, and no other cases have occurred since in my own. 
I was, during the period named, attending one or two cases of se- 
vere erysipelas, and it is possible that a poison might have been 
communicated to the females, or the occurring of the four cases 
within a few days of each other, might have been purely acciden- 
tal. The first case occurred in a female of delicate constitution, 
and who had manifested strong indications of the ‘nursing sore 
mouth,’ during the whole period of gestation. It was her first 
child, and the labor was rather protracted. She appeared to be 
doing well, however, until the fourth day after delivery, when she 
was seized with chills, followed by a hot skin, very rapid pulse, 
hurried breathing, anxiety, restlessness, and severe pain in the 
lower part of the abdomen, with acute tenderness to pressure, and 
a rapidly increasing swelling of the abdomen. At the same time 
the lochia and the milk were suppressed. She was directed a 
powder, consisting of Opii2 grs., and Sub. Murias I]ydrarg., 4 
grs., every two hours, with anodyne fomentations to the abdomen. 
At the end of 48 hours the progress of the disease was arrested 
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and the symptoms favor ''e. Wishing to avoid as far as possible 
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the effects of mercurials, on account of (ie ce nsti‘utional delicasy 


of the patient, and having heard the muriated tinct. of iron spe- 
ken of in very high terms as a remedy in this disease, I directed it 
to be given instead of the powder in co--. of 20 drops, diluted 
with sweetencd water. Its exhibition, however, was quickly fol- 
lowed by gastric irritation, with increased pain in the lower part 
of the abdomen and gicat restlessness. She was put upon the use of 
sedative doses of opium alternated with the tinct. of Digitalis 
and spts. nit. dule., and ultimately recovered. The :econd case 
occurred after an ordinary labor, but was quickly overcome by a 
few full doses of opium combined with calomel. The third case 
occurred the third day after a premature labor, occurring about 
the fifth month of pregnancy. She was treated with opium and 
calomel] and fomentations, asin the two previous cases, and conva- 
leseence was pretty well established about the fifth day after the 
attack. She continued apparently recovering two or three days, 
when she was suddenly attacked with cholera, sunk rapidly into 
collapse, and died in afew hours. The fourth case was that of a 
lady who had been several times delivered at the full period of ges- 
tation, but always with still-born children. This latter result was 
owing to the fact that her children invariably prgsented unnatu- 
rally. In this, her last confinement, the posterior part of the left 
scapula presented, and was the only part that could be reached 
with the finger. She was delivered without much difficulty or 
delay by introducing the hand and bringing down the feet. 

She continued to progress very favorably until the commence- 
ment of the third day, when she was seized with chills, followed 
by a hot skin, deeply flushed face, a pulse up to 150 per minute, 
breathing hurried, countenance anxious, abdomen full, tympanit- 
ic and very tender, with constant severe pain in the lower part of 
the back and abdomen. The lochial discharge was also suppres- 
sed. I gave her every two hours a powder, composed of Pulvy. Opii 
2 grs and calomel 8 grs., with warm hopsover the abdomen. After 
the first 24 hours, the stomach began to reject every form of opi- 
ate that was given. Still all the bad symptoms continued ; the 
pulse was very quick, the abdomen very full and tender, and the 
patient extremely restless. Unable to use opiates, and fearing to 
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bleed T resolved to try the sedative influence of the veratrum  vi- 
ride. I aceordingly directed the following, viz : 
KB Tinct. Opii et Camph. - 33] 

Tinct. Veratrum Virid . - - 3i mix, 
and give one fluid drachm every two hours. This was retained by 
the stomach, and in 12 hours the patient was.more quiet, and the 
pulse less frequent. The medicine was continued at intervals of 
three hours, and in 12 hours more, the pulse was below 90 per 
minute, the face pale, the skin coo] andcovered with moisture, the 
abdomen less tender, and the patient tranquil. Fearing too mueb 
sedative action, I omitted the veratrum, and directed moderate do- 
ses of quinine and camphor. In less than 24 hours, however, the 
fever, quick pulse, restlessness, and abdominal tenderness began 
again to increase. She was immediately directed to re-commence 
the use of the tinct. of veratrum viride and paregoric in the same 
dosesas before, and at intervals of three hours. Its effects were 
as promptly beneficial as before, and by continuing it in smaller 
doses and at longer intervals for two or three days, complete con- 
valescence was established, and the patient made a rapid recovery 
This is the first and only ¢ of cl.ild-bed fever in which I have 
used the veratrum viride. Whether it will prove a valuable agent 
for combatting this much dreaded disease, further trials must de- 
termine. ' 
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ART. II —Hepatice Abcess. By Dr. F. R. Payne, Marshal, Ill. 


The liver is liable to various forms of disease, both in this 
country and in Europe. But notwithstanding the multiform dis- 
eases to which this organ is exposed, and the frequency of their 
occurrence in every climate, all intelligent practitioners are aware 
that their diserimination is attended with much difficulty ; conse- 
quently reliable judges in their treatment are but few. The yreat 
precision which recent developments of science has given to our 
knowledge of many other diseases, is well calculated to stimulate 
medical men to a more thorough investigation of those which sre 
but imperfectly understood. Suppurative inflammation of this 
organ is not of frequent occurrence in this country. During « 
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practice of eleven years in the Wabash Valley, I have met with 
but one case, and the fortunate terminaticn of the disease uuder 
the most unfavorable circumstances, together with the unusual 
amount of matter discharged, has induced me to hope that a brief 
report will not be uninteresting to the members of this society. 

Oct. 18th.—Mrs. M., aged thirty-six years, robust constitution, 
and mother of seven children. She had been under the charge of 
another physician for about fifteen days previous to my seeing her, 
and it seems the Doctor was of the opinion that she was suffering 
from the effects of a disease which he denominated, ‘“‘F'all F'ever.”’ 
From the imperfect history of the case, up to this time, which was 
derived from the patient and friends, it was difficult for me to de- 
termine what had been the early character of the disease. But I 
was induced to believe it had been bilions remitlent fever, but 
had now assumed a typhoid type, with much hepatic disturbance. 
Her pulse was 120, tongue dry, bowels costive, pain in the right 
hypochondrium. Ordered three alterative portions sub. mur. hyd. 
to be carried off in eight hours after last powder, with Olei Ricinum 
and Terebinth. Dover powders after medicine operates and blister 
over region of the liver. 

19th. Not much improvement. Continued treatment. 

20th. Found her very restless, pain extends to the right shoul- 
der and down the side. She is very much debilitated, bowels cos- 
tive. Ordered wine and laxatives. 

22d. Hepatic disturbance increasing, liver enlarged. Pulse 110. 
A remission of fever during the murning. Gave cathartic dose 
Pilula Ilydg. and Quinine, Morphine and sup. Carb. Ferri, during 
the remission. 

24th. Patient better ; tongue moist; bowels have been freely 
moved ; has some desire for nourishment. She was visited fre- 
quently by Dr. H. R. Payne and myself up to the 12th of Nov. 
At that time she had pain and tension on the right side, great 
emaciation, bowels costive, shivering and chilly sensations, tumor 
large, extends to hypogastric region. Ordered nitro-muriatic acid 
bath and continued a supporting treatment. At this time I was fully 
satisfied that my former suspicions were correct, and that the pre- 
vious inflammation of the liver had terminated in suppuration. I 
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explained the character of the malady to the patient aud her 
friends, and urged the propriety of an operation as early as prac- 
ticable. 

Nov. 27th, which was about eight weeks from the time the firs¢ 
symptoms made their appearance, Dr. C. L. Duncan and I visited 
her and found a slight elevation of the cuticle, with edema and 
tenderness about 14 inches from spinous process of the last dor- 
sal vertebra on the right side, into which the lancet was introduced 
and followed by a copious discharge of pus. The treatment order- 
ed at this time was tonics and stimulants, with an occasional laxa- 
tive, as the bowels would not perform their function without arti- 
ficial interference. The prs continued to flow for three weeks, 
during which time she used iodine internally and externally, in 
connexion with tonics and stimulants. I would not hesitate to fix 
the amount of pus discharged at two gallons, but we have no 
means of ascertaining the exact amount. It has not been my ob- 
ject to give the minutes of treatment in the above case, as there 
was nothing peculiar in it. The fortunate termination of the dis- 
ease under such unfavorable circumstances, must be attributed, in 
a great measure to the vis medacatrix nature, or conservative 
power of the system. Was it not for this power of the system, 
every intelligent physician is aware that a deep-seated abscess in a 
vital organ would necessarily prove ‘utal. The pationt now en- 
joys good health. 
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ART. IIL—On Snalce Bites. By Wiu014mM Hantey, M.D., 

of Naperville, Il. 

July 8ist, 7 A.M., was called to H. W. J——ll’s, aged 29 
years; found him suffering from a severe bite of a ratilesuake, 
situate on the leg, about an inch above the ankle. The whole 
limb was swollen as far as the abdomen, and of a purple hue as 
far as the knee; vomiting a grecnish fluid; the surface of the 
body cold, and bedewed with excessive perspiration ; pulse 187, 
timed by the watch, and respiration very diflicult. The wound 


was inflicted about 3 P.M. on the 30th, whilst walking bare 
footed in his corn field. He killed the snake, which was a ¥ 
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larze une. and possessed fourteen rattles. I was inform 4 that 
suc rested remedies had been employed .° th following nature, 
viz. giving large portions of brandy, until symptoms of intoxica- 
tion hecame manifest. and applying topically spirits of ammonia, 
snake weed poultice. honey and salt, and indigo, each separate in 
the order named, without change in his condition, except for the 
worse. I at once had the limb washed with warm water, and ap- 
plied spirits terebinth, saturated with nitrate of potassa, freely 
to the wound, and the entire surface of the limb, employing at 
the same time considerable friction with both hands. I gave him 
thirty drops of the same mixture every half hour, in two table- 
spoonfuls of cold water, until he had taken four doses. ‘The first 
was swallowed with great difficulty; the second no easier ; the 
third with scareely any difficulty; and the last guite natu- 
ral. Vomiting ceased with the first dose ; the purple color of the 
skin hegan to assume a rose color in about twenty minutes from 
the first application ; and in one hour the limb was much reduced 
in size. At A.M. I left him, with very little swelling in the 
limb, an entire disappearance of the purple color of the skin; 
heat restored to the surface of the body ; respiration easy and 
natural ; pulse 85; perspiration reduced to a slight moisture, 
instead of a complete drenching, as when I first saw him, anda 
disposition to sleep. 

I called at 8 P.M, and found he had slept two hours, and 
awoke feeling quite well, except a slight head-ache. I was in- 
duced to try the above remedy from the following considerations : 
terehinth being a styptic of the first class, and a rapidly diffusive 
stimulus, I looked upon it as suitable for employment in this 
case, for the purpose of restoring heat, and acting as a styptic 
to the cutancous circulation, I combined nitrate potassa with the 
same, in consequence of its well known antiseptic and vivificating 
influence on the blood. 

The modus operandi is that of a diffusible and vivificating 
stimulus, producing an antiseptic condition of the blood, bringing 
on vapid contraction of the capillaries, adapting the calibres of 
vessels to the diminished column of blood, (caused by effusion of 
its serum between the cuticle and tissue,) restoring a healthy cu- 
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‘tancous circulation, and producing a sense of warmth and com- 
fort, instead of coldness and death like exhaustion. 

Two other cases of snake bite came under my observation— 
one August 6th, the other August 10th—the former a young 
man, aged 18, bit on the arm whilst binding oats ; the latter a 
girl, aged 9 years, bit on the foot whilst playing. Neither of 
them manifested any other symptom than swelling, and a slight 
discoloration around the wound. I treated both with the tere- 
binthinate mixture with satisfactory results. 


ART. IV.—Case of Injury of the Brain, and Loss of Sub- 

stance; wih Recovery. By B. Woopwarp, M.D. 

On the evening of the 5th of August last I was called to see 
a boy 6 years old, who had been kicked by a colt. The injury 
had oceurred some four hours previous to my seeing him. The 
child was insensible. ‘The whole upper part of the nose was 
broken down, and the benes driven over under the integuments of 
the left cheek, under the eye On cleansing the wound, I found 
not only the nose broken down, but the skull fractured over the 
right eye, and under the eyc-brow, and a mass of brain (lacerat- 
ed) as large as a large hickory nut protruding. As soon as ef- 
forts were made to replace the bones of the nose, violent vomit- 
ing was produced, and more of the brain was forced out. I 
deemed it best to call council, and Doctor Porter of Prophetstown 
was called in. On making renewed efforts to replace the bones of 
the nose, he found the vomiting and consequent protrusion of the 
brain so great as to cause him to desist; and we concluded to 
meddle with the nose as little as possible, for fear of still further 
endangering the life of the child. ‘The nasal passages were 
cleared, the brain, which had exuded, removed, and the wound 
dressed. 

The next day, the father of the child, not being satisfied with 
his looks, Doctor Cottle of Albany was sent jor. He thought, as 
we had done. that it was best to meddle with the nose as little as 


possible, as there seemed already but little chance for the life of 
the child. 
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The case was now left in my hands; but I would here acknow- 
ledge my obligations to both the medical gentlemen for their val- 
uable advice as to the further management of the case. 

For eight days there were more portions of the brain protrud- 
ed, which I as often removed, and trusted entirely to keeping the 
head cool, the bowels open with saline purgatives, and a low 
diet, except that I used the nit. argent. freely to the broken or 
cut surface of the brain. I tried compresses from time to time, 
in order to prevent the loss of the substance of the brain ; but the 
least pressure would produce convulsions. I would only state 
further, that in due time the wounds all healed, and the boy re- 
covered. 

This case has taught me never to despair as long as there is 
life. 
































On the External Application of Belladonna in Delirium Tre- 
mens. By Dr. Grizve, Physician to the Dumfries and Gal- 
Joway Infirmary. 


Reflecting upon the éontracted state of the pupil in the second 
or developed stage of delirium tremens, Dr. Blake imagined that 
‘by dilating the pupil we might so influence the disturbed visual 
sense as to dispel, or at least modify, those ‘false creations pro- 
ceeding from a heat-oppressed brain’ which characterize this dis- 
ease, and thus conduce to the comfort and tranquillity of the pa- 
tient ;” and one case is related in which this plan was adopted 
with apparent benefit. In support of his idea, Dr. Grieve reminds 
us that the late Dr. Graves proposed the use of belladonna in such 
cases of fever as were attended with cercbral disease, and con- 
traction of the pupil 

CasE.—Qn the 25th of March last I was called to attend D.W., 
aged 49, a man naturally of a robust constitution, but who, of 
late years, had been much given to intemperance. On inquiry I 
found that he had been more or less intoxicated for the last three 
weeks, that he had slept none for several nights in succession, and 
that the present was his fourth attack of delirium tremens. I 
found him suffering under great nervous excitement and commo- 
tion ; laboring under all sorts of optical delusions; fancying that 
lizards, centipedes, and other entomvlogical horrors were crawl- 
ing in and around his bed, from which he was conyulsively mak- 
ing vain efforts to dislodge them. His pulse was upwards of 120, 
soft and compressible ; his whole body was bedewed with a cold 
clammy perspiration, and the pupils of both eyes were much con- 
tracted. Having obtained some extract of belladonna, I rubbed a 
little on the eyelids, gmk remaimed by his bedside to mark the re- 
sult. My expectations were soon more than realized, for no soon- 
er was the physiological effect of the drug manifested in the dila- 
ted state of the pupils, than the spectral illusions gradually be- 
came less and less distinct, the nervous tremors and excitement be- 

gan to subside, and he soon became comparatively quiescent and 
tranquil. Soon after this [I had the satisfaction to seo him fall 
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into the much coveted sleep. Thus I left him; and on revisiting 
him in a few hours [ found that he had slept for two hours ; his 
pupils were then still much dilated; his pulse was below 100, 
firmer, fuller, and of better character; and altogether his condi 

tion, mental. and corporeal, was much ameliorated. On interro- 
gating him about his recent hallucinations, he replied, * They 
were all stuff and nonsense; [ see no more of them.” 


ie oo 
F:om the Lancet 


On the Nature, Cause, and Treatment of Cholera. By Da- 
vip Lewis, M. D., Licentiate of the Royal College of Physici- 
ans, London ; Physician to the Royal General Dispensary, Al- 
dersgate-street. 


In the midst of so many specifics for the cure of cholera, and 
and such numerous theories to explain its cause, I yenture to sub- 
mit the following observations to notice with considerable difli- 
dence. But I am emboldened to speak plainly. because to the 
best of my belief, I speak the truth—a belief founded upon impar- 
tial observation, and confirmed by a lengthened experience. I have 
treated many hundreds of cases of diarrhoea according to the meth- 
ods generally reported to succeed, and the result of my experience 
is, that two only of the various plans avail to cure—viz.: the em- 
ployment of alkalies, or the stronger acids. But these plans ap- 
pear to fail so seldom, that I now invariably prescribe them with 
perfect confidence. But how can remedies, so opposed in all their 
characters, produce, when administered, similar effects? What is 
their action ? 

I believe the almost universal cause of diarrhoea to be an excess 
of acidity in the stomach and intestines, and I believe that alka- 
lies act by neutralizing, and the mineral acids by destroying, this 
morbid condition. That diarrhoea is so generally caused by the 
presence of of a morbid material, of an acid character, I think is 
proved by thefollowing facts :—A gentleman of high standing in 
society partook heartily of some cherry-pie for supper ; he was at- 
tacked with diarrhcea in the night, and died of cholera next day. 
Another gentleman being in delicate health, drank two glasses of 
champagne at dinner ; he was attacked with diarrhoea in the night, 
and died of cholera in nine hours. Anotherman drank a quart of 
sour beer, was soon attacked with diarrhoea, and died of cholera in 
twelve hours. 

Now I extend this theory to the cause of cholera, and employ 
either of the above means for its cure, and the uniform success of 
my treatment strengthens my confidence in the strength of my 
theory. I believe, then, the cause of cholera to be some material 
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of an acid nature, or possessing acid properties, and that by virtue 
of this character, it acts so as to produce cholera, aud destroy life. 
This acid can be neutralized by akelies, or destroyed by stronger 
acids, even as uric acid can be neutralized by alkalies, or broken 
up by nitric acid. This theory I believe to be true, the facts up- 
on which it is founded I know to be incontrovertible, and with re- 
gard to both, I would say, in the words of Horace, to those who 
hesitate to believe, 
“Si quid novisti rectius istis, 
Candidus imperti ; si non, his utere mecum.” 


The following list includes the principal modes of treatment 
hitherto recommended : 

Calomel, in large doses, and in smaller and frequent doses; cal- 
omel with opium; apium with large doses; alcoholic liquids ; 
camphor and musk ; acetate of lead; sulphate of copper; vegeta- 
ble astringents; quinine; arsenic ; iron; the saline plan, as re- 
commended by Dr. Stevens; the tartarized-anatomy plan, as re- 
commended by Dr. Billing; emetics; the free administration of 
cold water and ice; the cold bath; the application of the wet 
sheet ; injunction of saline or other fluids into the veins; bleed- 
ing ; electricity. 

Calomel, accroding to my experience, both in large and small 
doses, has been totally worthless. Before the collapsed state ether 
remedies are more efficient in arresting the progress of the disease, 
and in the collapsed state, when the process of absorption has 
ceased, calomel may be given in spoonfuls withoutany effect. I 
look upon the treatment of cholera in the early stages by calomel 
as only tampering with human life, whilst yet the disease can be 
arrested to a certainty by other means. Practitioners examine the 
alvine evacuations, and finding deficiency of bile, immediate] 
throw in calomel, until the secretion of the liver is established, 
forgetting that the biliary secretion is dependendent on the gener- 
al state of health, and that the absence of bile is the consequence, 
and not the cause, of the disease. Calomel at the onset acts as a 
purgative, and relieves the stomach and bowels from any irritating 
matter which might tend to aggravate the diarrhoea; beyond that 
point it has no effect whatever on the disease. In London, calo- 
mel, given as a specific in all cases of diarrhoea, to the ill-fed and 
badly clothed, and those residing in pestifereus localities, be a 
poison as destructive as the cholera itself. In the country its 
effects are not so deleterious because the people are stronger and 
better fed. A medical practitioncr at Shoreditch told me that ho 
had given calomel ‘until he was sick of it,”’ without any percep- 
tible effect. Children and young people are not so easily killed 
by calomel, as the more advanced in age ; nevertheless there is no 
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reason to persevere in such a mode of treatment when there is no 
necessity for it. 

Calomel and opium may be applicable in some cases in the 
early stages, but when the disease is bordering on the eclipsed 
state, the remedy is useless. 

Opium will allay the irritation of the bowels afier they have 
been cleared by an antacid aperient draught 

Stimulants are serviceable according to circumstances; but 
there is no dependence to be placed on thei as specifies in the dis- 
ease, with the exception of ammonia 

The acetate of lead, the sulphate of copper, &c., are poisons,and 
totally useless in the cure ofc hole ra. ‘The same remark is applic- 
able to quinine, iron, and arsenic. 

The saline plan, as recomme nded by Dr. Stevens, is nothing 
more than an indirect et tion ofa principle t ) destroy the acid 
products of the stomach, which cau only be done by either alka- 
line or acid remedies. 

I have seen the saline treatment 
out any effect. ‘Tlie young lady died in twelve hours. 

Emeties act on the principle of clearing the prime vie: there 
ig nothing in the plan beyond relieving the contents of the stom- 
ach, whic h mightas well be done | by an aperient drau; sat. 

The free administration of cold water and cold baths do more 
harm than good in nine cases out of ten. In the state of collapse, 
when the thirst is great, cold water may be given, but I have rare- 
ly seen any permanent good effects arise from it. 

The injection of saline and other fluids into the veins only 
answers the purhose of those who aim at notoricty at any price. 
Bleeding is worse than useless. 

Electricity has uo influence over the: 
trumpeted in all the newspapers as having occurred at the Free 
Hospital I happened to witness. There was no collapse,, nor any 
urgent symptom regs a a ar mode of tre wtmeiit. 

In September, 1849, the Cholera Committee of the Royal Col- 
lege of Physicians sent a test of questions to the members. One 
of them was the following: ‘‘Docs it accord with your experi- 
ence that cholera, in the stage of “serous” or watery diarrhea, 
can with facility | e » checked ! What means have you found most 
effectual in attaining this end !’ 

[ have found no difficulty in arresting the serous or watery di- 


arrhoea by either of the follc wing planus of treatment. In the first 


{ in a favorable case with- 


tricau it 
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lisease. The use that was 


place I assume that th d iseas is a pei aent on aciditi« . in the 
e . > ‘ } 4 4% c . yO 
stomach, te treat it accordingly. According to the fi method 


a powder, containing a scruple of rhubarb, and the same quantity 
of the carbonate of magnesia, is invariably given by me before an 
Without the above pur- 


attempt is made to arrest the diarrh 
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ative | found I could not depend on the astringent mixture. I 
ve been o})!! to tthe rhubarb and magnesia more than 
onee in ex ive purging before the diarrhea could be arrested. 
[nstead of hurry diarrhoca into cholera, as has been imag- 
ined, it is the oul 1 method of arresting the disease, since 


rs t to! iand bowels from the morbific matter. After 
owder has passed through the bowels I give the following 


” i 
‘ lixtu Pow i { mved) cha Iix, t wo drachms and a half ; 
gesquicarbonate of nia, sixteen grains ; tincture of opium, half 
adrachia: coi ‘ture cardamons, pa drachms; cinnaamon 
water water, four ounces. Mix. ‘Two table- 
Spoon ol 
it ot the mixture after every motion, 
thi : diarrhoea by neutralizing aci- 
dities in u its + the bowels, will not succeed in 
equal ratio by wiving tie) re every two or three hours. At 
the Islington | ieery there were in 1840 nine hundred re- 
vistered rr wd incinient cholera, which were all 
ti yuta single death. Not a grain 
0 n the last three months three thou- 
i the same principle at the Royal 
i vithout ove failure. The success of this 
pian hat I am rectly s satisfied with it ; and I 
7 lu sayiug, that if the diarrhoea be treated as 
v ents, or by mineral acids, there 
vu t cholera. 
Ly the employment of the 
‘hese, L believe, act by at once 
ial, and thus s produeg the same results 
13 alkalies, which ralize it; for 8 purpose two drachms of 
diluted sulphurie acid to six ounces of water r, for a mixture, of 
which two teaspooniuls to be given to children after every motion, 
yx two teaspoonfuls in the same manner to adults, seldom fail of 
success. 
Finally, £ lo the ¢ holera as a poison of an acid 
character, or capable of eral acids im the stomach, acting 
lely on hue conbrene of (ac stomach and bowels, and if 
eutralized V i t i CLlvOnaAtes, Or destroyed by mineral 
wids, it will be rendered inert, just the same as any. other poison 
by its antidote. 
Keeping thi wy in view, no one need be at a loss to treat 
iOiGra On ) ic prin ipie 
‘aqaemems From the Lancet} 
1 Neu wy of Animal LHeat. 








: of the Physiylogical Society of London, Dr. 
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Winn read a paper o 
a Cause of Animal Ilea 
made by him with a view of proving the th 

He states that about seventect 








with the caoutchoue, he was struck with the property which tha 
substances possessed f evolving heat hen ldenly el 

and was led to infer the probability ef oth 

larly endowed. The clastic co art p ly, a ( 
to be one of the substances hi] ly ) } he cali! ory 
ciple; and in the event of this being the case, it would mr 
reasonable to iafer that tlie ine it contractions and dilatat: 

of the arteries during life must form an clicicnt cause ol 


7 y 
neat. 
The following experiments, made wita portions of the aorta Of a 
] + = : +} Net , snc) elie ¢ -« yy 
bullock, somewhat verify the conjecture, and are, at any] 


worthy of notice: 





laving cut off Cll ] he t] ( ri ‘ fe. oan 

inch in Jength, he laid it oj ternal and in- 
ternal covering. Ile then pulled it to and iio, with a continu 
jerking motion, (in imitation of the ind diastole of tI 
heart, ) for one minute. 3 ] 1} vylac (t l 1) » ¢ ey the 
SP cet 4 4} | y ' 

mometer, and igund t i y line Jo deer i'o 
be certain that the incren ed heat did not arise from any source 

he took the precaution of wrapping his fuger with a double fold 
} fig Yihis 


» ° 1 sanen 4 nn oad ‘ ] 
of flannel, In order to prevent a Communication OF heat Hom 
1 -" nines = te +} °,3 } — ,- By , 
body. Ile also covered his Moun Wid bahakecicitie to vunrd 
= 4 . 1 ir rh e 7 — 4 + ‘i 
against the warm breath affectin tiie cxperiment. Pucre Was Lo 
pe . , 1 . . ¢ . 
fite in the room, the temperature being 56 
Phe prin ipal difficulty in this investigation appears to be th 


moisture of the artery, wluch, by its evaporation, had a tends 
to carry off a portion of the heat. By earefally drying it with a 
cloth, however, this impediment was partially removed. 

Hlis attention was often arrested during the experiment by othe: 
mechanical analoyvies between the clastic coat of arteries and 
eaoutchouc. They both would | cl jon to twice thei 
lenath, and would return to their usual dimensions with eonsid 
able force and the same snapping sound 

? ms * 
i)) explamcd. 


ved that a cceituin portion of annnal heat was 
hie { chemical changes in the blood. Yet they confessed 
hata residaum of heat could not be thus accounted for, and Dr. 


Winn proposes to refer this residuum to the mechanical action of 
the arteries. Although difficult to measure the exact amount giv- 
en during each arterial beat: yet, if the development of only a 


small quantity was admitted, it necessarily followed, from the in- 
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ecessant action of the arterics, that the body, unless cooled by the 
functions of the skin and Jungs, would soon become preternatu- 
rally hot. 

Dr. Winn presents the following physiological and pathological 


facts as corroborative of this theory: 
antl 


Ist. The minute distribution of the arteries to every part of 


. ie re ' QO ri... 
the system. thus ensuring an equal distribution of heat. 2d. The 
rigidity of the arterial system, in old age, 2s being the probable 

se 5° ° A . ‘ ° 4? 
cause of the diminution of animal heat. 8d. ' 
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greatly inereased. 5th. Medicines which reduced the force of the 
ae, ee a 1] * f Bow 

heart and arteries diminished animal heat. Gth. Lhe heat of local 


inflammations, when there was no constitutional disturbance, could 
only be accounted for in this way, as the arteries in the neigh- 
houvhood of the discase would he throbbing violently, whereas the 
important a part in the 


c pillari SS. Wiich are suppos d to j 
| ve their action im- 


oe Se ee a i ea I . 
Chemicai theory, are eeneraliy considered to ha 
‘ © 
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peded. 
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1 +; +;  . {Ga M ¢ , M 4 
Constiprtion should be defined, a difficulty in the execution of 
? ' . 7 . - . 
the foceal matters, ind ndent of any organic lesion. We shoula 





not rank among the constipated those in whom defecation is im- 
peded by a tumor or hernia, or invagination, or other mechanical 
obstacle. Simple constipation is nothing more than absence of 
il ine vacuati 
Such a condition may « nd on many causes. First, there is 
ort of phiso! il ecounceted with the constitution 
of the patient; an individual cats but little, and is encowed with 
f reat } wers oO! ils: inailatie j Ih , aus tit y of excremencitious 
infters, In such a case, are insufficient to stimulate the Intestine 
oy S iy ( ( vy ) { until t! \ ! ul nad 
vic’ rei Lien wre } l } } ! 
who ent der qre ly na ‘ lest ] » ther 7 thors 
whose Intestine gre CO; ( ntly filled with fen! tt 1 ana 
still there is no regularity in the dejeciions. Such individuals suf. 
fer from continual mal: - they are ina state of constant dis 
comfort {] t oi l alvine Val tions ¢ hem} i] 
8u ing : 
ACT ILION, th: ] i stage of dj sti n. js one of th most com- 
plex functions of the economy, and is deranged by a multitude of 


circumstances. The causes of constipation are numerous, there- 
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but the most impoitant 
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secretion of certain 
different individuals. 
tle, and secretes but litt ji 
verse of this: the secerning 
were. to .one wnother 
also obey this | 
tion of ne ot; 
may aippes itis as 
ed in medicine. It is: 
when there is a want of | ' 
the kidneys ” there I of th 
Amon t! USCS ¢ 
into the hea 
foreign to the int dof tl use of purga 
As we have aly ady o! ve 
that the unassimilable 
dejections. ‘There are 
result; which are digested witl 
due amounts to nothin e Rie 
entirely in digestion, aid it i 
an appropriate artich 
etable dict is the least 
stools. ‘I'o be convii 
pare the dejections of |i 
To a cériain point, y b 
when we wish to do so, only t " 
surmount this inclination 
may not return for many day 
is produced, which is not 
It isin this way t 
obeying the culls 
ters, who are absent- 
constipated. 
Purgatives, pills, 
jections of cold wat: 
do not induce a plegmasia of th cana!, depri 
nermal irritability ; tt becoi Insel » 4 mn 
tion which once sufliced to jrocuc wat 
matters. As tobacco, 
mucus or saliva by a surexcitation of the glands of t 
mouth, enfeebles in reality ti 
es notably when the stimulus is witli so habitua 
prevent the intestine from acting by itself by | g 
bility. This cause of cons stp ition Is \ uc) { 
women, who early acquire the hal.t oF vel 
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enema in order to {cel unemba | during the day. They soon 


lose the habit of evac the bo naturally, and are forced 
to have reco il] greater energy. 


Chiid-birth 1 uteri lacemeuts, fissures of the anus, 
i nen ] } \ 'y punta, Patients in 


these condition f evacuating the bowels, and 
as ; |, Which does not always cease when 


After labors : ulter one only, the anterior ab- 
! wall uc relaxed that it no longer con- 
deprived of a powerful auxiliary 


which impairs all the faculties and all the organic fune- 

tious, does no0t Spare wie Jntestil | apparatus. Defecation is 
ill performed in the aged, like digestion and micturition, and 
retention of the feces supervenes, without organic disease of the 
recium, as retention of urine takes place without organic altera- 
tion of the bladder. ‘The intestine undergoes a sort of senile par- 
alysis. It no lonver contracts on the exerementitial bolus; it is 
powerless to expei it. rmonus agglomerations of feeces are 
med, 1 «lil, above the sphincter ani, which 
sometimes giv » t inplications In the operation of 


Constipation | and deserves great sitentie® : 
for even su is langerous in itself, it always 
complicates th eguenily lays the founda- 


tion of an hyyoe} volves life in numberles disor- 


irected to the removal of 
tipation is cured when 
uall pre woul us false as to imagine 

iat @ pereok ; ‘ sciulness when he obtains sleep by 
opiates. We should seck uot only to obtain relief for the moment, 
but regularity in the future. Constipation is not to be cured by 
Neidlitz powders or other pur, lives, which, in the end, only in- 


In the first place, it 1 iecCssalry tO re: ulate the function. We 


hould do evel Liiin to Si ec! f the cmpire of the will. We 
know how re j Luc pow Gi ft t over organic functions. 


Whien once accustomed to ¢ inv certain way, at certain 


hours, they have a stroi cy to continue to act thus. The 
ibit of going to the privy is like the habit of urinating at certain 


eriods, the habit of sh iT and « { wiashil g the face. When 
once these habits are esi lied, they cannot be dispensed with. 
A constipated person should visit the water-closet at a convenient 
hour; he should remain sume time, concentrating all his atten- 
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, ites ° 
1 hh idee tery | f 9 » LOH too!) IS felt. it 

j 4 } Bs see fi on i oe : - oO ] 
shocid be resisted, and the closet should be visited on y at the 


hour chosen. 

The diet should be altered, Instead of the abstemious dict 
often adopted by patients, they should be ordered abundant and 
nutritious food, of a kind which will at the same time promote 


digestion, and leave a voluminous residue. which will force the in- 


, ] } . rues a 
testine to Gisecmmbarrass tse] b.tis (il se > Teave ( tts 
num rous dsordes {! ys dias i} 
Of: th Comach aad | F \ { eyed a osieut 
_ ‘ : | 
aict, white mea j ( {! j i¢ Dis is a 
6 i’ ! ' 

error. ibe Should | ( ' it tod ) hie l \ 

l 1 ' P ’ s 
should be compelled to « i} dine to th 
| . . . 
Aull ‘lish expres 10} one lee « pitediow aon rs 4h0 r. 

i 
. . ‘- 4 
fut somctimes it } necessary TO assis Hi by an ad] 
Valut. to fucilitat Nn | { al Vibe is It we 
Li" ' * t 4 
We must be aware of pureative ut vet some imedicine Is neces 
sury to assist ck ieeation Ie} ouna J t} j j War ¢ rend. 
J SS] Cl tt) i nN j 


lence. It does not purse: it only facilitates alvine evacuation. 





rit ‘ , . , , ° = . _ ) a 
lo what dees | we th ’ i ys [t is « UIC LO Say. Per- 
haps, as opium excites the cutancous secretion. and divitalis that 
* 4) ieee . 1} } . = Pe 4 bis ° 7 100 ‘ . 
of the urine so belladonna ma nfuence the liver panerens, 01 
tii@i pike Oeci} ! (ott > BLS! Bett Lal ‘yorl ( if 
' . al 4 *? . . | ‘ ’ 
However, 18. that the ith of w eral oO PLUOU Uh Moe 
procuives sev ral alvine evaenation bie dose may pen ( 
lo one rain Duo as soon I te ee ) i il 1 is 1 { 
] i : hd ‘ } } ’ 
the dose of belladonna imi qinvinl i, AN GI laisy abi. 


coned. 

Suppositories are much used, and commonly suceced well. 
Country people employ t] i , ] 
cians make them ef hardened honey or cocoa, 
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Lastly. if Const! patie ms con) ted With tacedifty OF a dominal 
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walls. Wwe Must have recou (Ow Tent a l with mndawe, Wi IC 
will coufine the intestines nor illy. and en thie them to contrac 
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Ganerene of the Lune SUCCES fully lredled by Pirh 
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Dr. Skoda has published. in the Zeitehschrift, &c. of Vienna, 
several cases of ganyvrene of the Jung, in which the symptoms 
ndiministra- 


} ! t° = r vy « 
gave way by the use of terrebinthinate vapors : 
od in six 


tion of quinine. In the first case, the cure 























APOPLEXY. 





\ k up na serval h whom t! ; meren¢ | a ifs ce 
v doh } Vn per, of middle age, was 
eq ly her ited by the same means it the enve took a longer 
tin a } Ountyr: ii also Zook one evain of qul 
nine every 13] l hour. Phe ti atiment was not proper) earricd 
ut in the third e , ad 4] fourth. that ot a journeyman 
her. of a aebust titution., as still poheine, The Jatter 
had. ' } » dar receverca, alter using ibe rhalations., 
Mi ISO i t owl rs olution. that he could vo to i coune 
try, thongh there was sull some uncasiness in the Jett scapular 
“LOT Phe i lations are made by pouring oil of turpentine on 


! isdne water. th nstiratiol | nw rej ated every secoud hour. 
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i us i 1 ul ul hua OL Gea 3 duriny the past 
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year, from: hiervous diseases; such as apoplexy. epilepsy, paralysis 
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Cecralius Couvui Ds dh 1h) ren, AC. jic thinks ah epic ic 
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Wawel a thin i } Vall, lO 2ccount ful the 
Dev: mee tht ‘ of other discuse L stute ol nervous de- 
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hid or exXhu n. he e rsthe prominent feature, and that 
we duds play a seco ry part, whether cut rea lu quantity or 
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t» produce them at oluer time Lpoplexy he cousiders a nervous 


"ite <a : 43 as ! | 
disease. and refers t ro sotIce SO Hrevalent, that tnere 
Sith UNAMUE Pitt) Ob DIG ivt DPalbh. Waiich ar Chicased Ma ti 

! ‘ “h 
unyielaing Scuil t t cvoOutulm more at one titne thah anotucr. 
"4 * 7) ] - . ‘ P 
i ( ] if ' t O18 Crug It thust b at ti CA- 
‘ " ’ . onanire j *)] 
Del the civeulating fo fhe interrapted respiration .n ab- 
+ ’ .} ° +} ! We 
vp y Cli j thial ( $ ) j a Lit badh, und Caus- 


PS a pro biauil eOxCPUsION j tori, blood. aud thu 1.@ eilect 


nav be nilsi [ mothe i! lg ons with Jarve heads and 


jort Mecks ¢ hot ¢ { eCOUNL MmGre prone lo bralh disease, 
: ' wa ’ } . 
except as their propensities au hubits of Ine acad to ll, the her- 
i i ‘ ? a » ‘ 
vous system being brought to such a state of exhaustion as to over- 
7 ‘ { 


tax its energies to raanage an overloaded stomach. Persons with 
small heads and long necks, find their nervous systems give way 
in some other parts before the apoplectic state is brought about. 
When this is not the case, they have apoplexy like uthers. Ex- 
cessive indulgences do not show externally in such subjects, but 
tell upon tha brain with equal ceitainty as in those of plethoric 
habits 
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He deems blood-ietting on iuproper a altho 





j 
uga tempora 


ry benefit may be derived from it in eases of great pl letnora A 
peculiar state of the ston nen, independent of indi vestible food, ex- 
Wi h blood-letting 


ercises a depressing influence on the brain, whicl 
‘iting the secretions 
eldom fail, being 


He makes Jess account 


°,41 


does not relieve. Cati: simile et without ex 
afford little relief, but merenrial purgatives 


aided by smal! doses of saline laxat ves 
ss 


of emetics than one would be led to expect fi om a 
o, froin e <periel nce 
wever produced, 


his pathology ; andless than we are disposed to d 
in the treatment of such cases. Vomiting. 


knowledge of 


we have found the most efficieut of all reinedies in these dise 2e3 ; 


whether in adults or ¢ hildren. ‘Titilation of th 


feather will often excite, emesis and afford prompt reli 
impossible to administer remedies of any kind. He 


tiraulatir 


th inks the 
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oil for the convenic nee of exhibitir Th, é ud stirau hh 
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carbonate ofammoniaas a stimulant an 


as readily in such cases as if nothing was the u 


believes that all functional disorders of the nerve 
disposed to become periodic, aud tend to a favorable i 


he throat with a 


f.’when it is 
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rectum absorbs 
1atter. Dr. S. 


Ws System are 





rupted 1 r" apanten, and ene meuts or ti un n can 

be warded off; but it must be borne } ind t! ( tions 

are made in New Orleans yminent 

characteristic of diseased conditions . 
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Preparolions of Iron.—-Donayan’s phate 
of iron, one drachm; inagnesia, ten grains; purified sa ; on 
ounce; rose or cinnamon water, echt ounces; 12] sis 2 
scientific prescription ; and if the iron be free from oxide, the green 
color is pre served for eight or ten days. ‘The magnesia neutral- 


izes the sulphuric acid, and converts ‘the ~ gulph: ute 
ide. The sugar prevents decomposition, and it 1 
with mini or peppermint water. In the hy ‘sterical f 
of valerian adds to its value ; and if there be greats 
tion, ammonia in combination is most beneficial. 


into a@ protox- 
nay be flavored 
emale, iniusion 
ense of exhaus- 
In occasional 


constipation, caused by the los 3 of tone. the sulphate of zinc, with 
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small doses of sulphate of strychnia, relieves. In s 
the chrystallized citric acid aids the iro i 
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periodical neuralgia, the most effective form is the 
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corbonate of iron. In severe cases of cholera and anemie herd 
ache, Fowler’s solution of arsenic was combined with Donavan’ 


ys both diseases we 


mixture, and in fourteen da 
cured.— London Lancet. 
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BOOK NOTICES. 


Transactions of the Mlinois State Medical Society for 1854. 

Chicago: J. F. BALLANTYNE, Printer. 

This is the title of a volume of 112 pages, printed in very good 
style, and containing the proceedings of the Illinois State Medical 
Society, held in June last, together with the Annual Address of 
the President, Prof. Brainard ; a paper on the treatment of defer- 
mities of the lower extremities. by Dr. E. 8. Cooper; the Prize 
Essay on the difference between Stimulants and Tonics, by Dr. 
H. Parker, of Chicago; and the list of Members of the Societ 
The proceedings of the Annual Meeting, and the Address on the 
Treatment of Poisoned Woun:'s, by Prof. D. Brainard, have al- 
ready been published in former numbers of this Journal. The 
paper of Dr. Cooper occupies sixteen pages of the volume, and 
bears the following title, viz.: ‘* Walking rendered the Primary 
Element in the Cure of ! eformities of the Lower Extremities; 
its early Adaptation to White Swelling and Coxalgia, with Ap- 
paratus for carrying out the designs of the same.” 

In reference to the construction and application of instruments 
or machines to aid in the removal of deformities, Dr. Cuoper gives 
the following rules, viz. : 

‘Ist. They should press equally upon the largest possible amount 
of surface over which they may be applied. 

2d. To change the points of pressure, whenever required, to- 
favor a tender part, without disturbance to the treatment. 

8d. To cause no material interruption to the circulation of the 
blood. 

4th. To permit the free exercise of the limb when not pre- 
vented by other causes. 

5th. ‘'o adapt themselves consistently to the changes of the 
limb during the process of cure. 

Gih. In the lower extremities, to facilitate walking while the 
cure is in progress, and, in most instances, render it the active 
ageat in removing the deformity.” 
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In attempting to apply these rules practically, Dr. Cooper 
treats more particularly of ‘“club-foot,’’ false anchylosis of the 
knee jomt, and serofulous disease both of the knee and hip. In 
reference to the treatment of all these diseases the author’s 
views are somewhat novcl, and worthy of a careful perusal. But 
we could not give a fir representation of thei without quoting 
his paper entire, or writing one of our own of nearly equal length. 
Hence these who desire further knowledge on the subject must re- 
fer directly to the paper in the Transactions. 

The next and last paper contained in the volume before us is 
the Prize Essay on Stimulants and '‘l'onics, by Henry Parker, 
M.D., of Chicago. It oceupies 54 pages, and is written in good 
style. The author founds his cssay on the following distinet pro- 
positions, viz. : 

“Ist. That all living organized matter is endowed with certain 
inherent elementary propertics, conditions or forces, necessary and! 
essential for the production of vital phenomena. 

2nd. That the elementary forces of all organized structures, 
are in no way derived from any counection with the nervous sys- 
tem, but are distinct, inherent and peculiar. 

8rd. That the elementary properties and functions of the ani- 
mal tissues are susceptible to various influences and changes 
through the medium and quality of the blood. 

4th. That a first class of medicines, called stimulants, of which 
alcohol is the type, manifest a primary and specific action upon 
the brain and nerves, or nerve centres, which they influence. 
Their action is transitory, exalting nerve-force. That coinci- 
dent with their action upon these structures, they exert a direct 
and deleterious influence upon the component elements of the 
blood and tissues, with the ultimate effect of lowering the elemen- 
tary vital properties of the body—tonicity and susceptibility. 

5th. That a sveond class of medicines, called tonics, act while 
in the blood, improving its quality and com position, and thereby 
the tonicity and firmness of the general system. That their ac- 
tion is slow and permanent—exalting vital force.” 

In illustrating the first three propositions, Dr. Parker enters 
upon a true physiological discussion concerning the elementary 
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propertics and functions of organized and living matter, and their 
capability of being acted on or modified by medicinal agents. This 
seemed to constitute a necessary introduction to the main subjects 
embraced in the fourth and fifth propositions. For it is evident 
that there can be no clear conception of the modus operandi, of 
a medical agent, without a previous definite knowledge of all those 
properties and functions of the living structures which are suscep- 
tible of being acted upon or modified. 

To sustain his fuar/A proposition the author introduces several 
interesting experiments with alcoholic drinks, camphor and carbo- 
nate of ammonia, together with a summary of the opinions of 
Percy, Prout, Licbig, Carpenter, Pereira, and Ducheck. 

From all his investigations. he edueed the following general 
conclusions concerning the action of alcoholic stimulants, vis: 

Oth. That the popular belicf, that the action of aleoholic stimu- 
lants is confined to the brain and nervous system alone, simply in- 
ducing mental exhileration, and a temporary exaltation of nervous 
power, is not true; but that coincident with their action upon 
these structures, they exert in a variable degree, a direct and 
deleterious influence upon the component elements of the blood 
and tissues, with the ultimate effect of lowering the elementary 
vital properties of the body, tonicity aud susceptibility. 

This they accomplish in the following manner: 

Ist By their great aflinity for. and absorption of the oxygen of 
the blood, thereby interfering with its agency in the formation of 
plastic material, and impairing the organizability of those com- 
pounds designed fur nutrition and reproduction. 2nd. By pre- 
venting or retarding that vital change—the conversion of venous 
blood into arterial, wud diminishing the functional activity of the 
secreting and excreting structures generally, thus causing a reten- 
tion and accumulation in the blood of effete and excrementitious 
compounds. dd. By retarding capillary circulation and the meta- 
morphosis of the tissues. 

Tth. That alcoholic stimulants diminish animal heat, and the 
exhalation of carbonic acid. 

8th. That the popular notiod that alcoholic stimulants promote 
healthy digestion and chymification, is not true, and therefore 
should be discountenanced and discouraged by medical men, not 
only as failing in this, but as destroying the natural sensibility 
of the stomach, and inducing morbid irritability and diseased ac- 
tion. 
9th. That the stimulation and excitement whieh naturally fel- 
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lows the use of these substances, tends to de sstroy that harmong 
of action between the different organs and forces of the body, up- 
in which their functional activity, and the continuance and main 
tenance of health de spends. FF inally, 

“That alcoholic stimulants are the most unfit and the least eal- 
culated of all other expedients, co impart strength and vitality to 
the duman system, or enable it to resist the ue p essing influences 
of cold or hunver, fatigue or discase. or any of the various Cir- 
cumstances and events to which it may be exposed.” 


‘ 


To sustain his fifth proposition, the author introduces no new 
experiments, but relies on the general observations of wri- 
ters concerning the action of tonics. He even omits, in this part 
of his essay, many interes sting and valuable facts bearing upon the 
subject, which a more extended examination of our medical liter- 
ature would have disclosed to his view. The general conclusions 
which he deduces from this part of his task are stated as follows : 

- e 

[st That tonies are heematic medicines, and as such. are res- 
toritive in their influences ; that, unlike mweurofics and stimu- 
lan’. they have no direct or spec ial action upon nerve matter. 

2nd. That they are not foreign to the blood, and may therefore 
remain in it: that they improve its qu: lity, and the plasticity of 
its organizable material. assisting digestion and promoting assimi- 
lation and nutrition. Hence they are slow, but permanent in 
their effects 

3d. That they exalt the tone of the muscular fibre ; and henea 


by their use, * the pulse becomes fuller, eidiion and regular, and 
+! 


the muscular power increased,’’—that they increase the cohesion 
and density of the tissues—diminish profuse seerctions when de- 
pendent upon atony and debilty, and finally, augment the vital 
forces of the system in geueral, thereby restoring , susceptibility 
when d:feetive, and the properties and functions of the nervous 
system to their normal c ndition. 

Our design in noticing this essay, is simply to give the reader 
such an idea of its general scope and matter as will induce him to 
procure and read it for himself, rather than to examine it with the 
pen of a critic. Were we disposed to assume the latter position, 
however, we should be compelled to question the correctness of 
some paits of the fourth general proposition, already quoted. In 
it the author asserts that, “ their action (aleoholic stimulants) is 
transitory, exa//ing nervous force.” That this class of agents 
exert a primary influence on the brain, directly increasing nervous 
exhileration, excitement or susceptibility, we admit. 
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But the expression “eral/ing nercous force,” plainly implies 
an incrense of nervous energy, power, or str nth ; which is cer- 
tainly not one of the effeets of alcohol. Under its influence an 
individual may wanifest ranidi ‘thought, social vivaeity, and 

acuteness of perception, buat we seck in vain for, even a temporary 
increase of true nervous enerzy or strength. Again the assertion 
that “they (stimulants) exert a direct and deleterious influence 
on the component elements of the blood and tissues,” though true 
so far as regards alcohol, is by no means equally so in regard to 
all stimulants. Thus Gam Camphor, tea and coffee are all stim- 
ulants in the sense viven to that term by our author. The first is 
included by him in the list of articles experimented with. But 
we can discover nothing in the results of his experiments, or in 
the observations of others which would countenance the idea that 
they exert any special deleterious influence, either on the elements 
of the blool or of the organized tissues of the hody. 

But these errors, (af errors they are). arise more from the want 
precision in the use of lanzusge than from erroneous ideas in the 
mind of the author 

The essay, asa whole. is one highly creditable to the author, 
and well worthy of careful perasal by the profession. There are 
one or two things, however, iu the essay which require explana- 
tion. Readers-of the Journal will recollect that nearly two years 


since I commenced publishing in its columns a series of articles 


on the Pathol ry OF | rs.’ fn one of the earlier numbers of 
this series, I detailed two iments desicned to show the influ- 
ence of uleoholic dri ( 2 system, and especially on 


the functions of R piration and Calorification. 

These experiments were dated, the first, Oet. 18, 1852, and the 
second, Noy. 8th, of the sume year. 4 licy are there introduced as 
part of a series of experiments “I commenced in the winter of 
1850,” and they are represented throughont as having been con- 
celved and execut t 


The reader will read; perecive that the two first experiments 
detailed in the | ay; the same as previously published 


by me. They are introduced by Dr. Parker as though they had 


been conceived and executed dire ctly uudcr his own supervision, 
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simply acknowledging in a marginal note that he had been 
assisted by me. If he had said in the marginal note that they 
were part of a series which he had witnessed in my office, and 
which he liad been authurized to use, it woul have saved the ne- 
cessity for this explanation. Beside this, however, justice re- 
quired that he should have made some reference to one or more 
similar experiments instituted by me in the winter of 1850, and 
published by me in this Journal during the summer of 1851, after 
having been read to the American Medical Association, during its 
meeting in Charleston, S.C. We shall say nothing of the strik- 
ing similarity between the views presented in the Essay concern- 
ing the ehmentary properties «nd functions of organized matter, 
and those previously published by me in the articles on the Pa- 
thology of Fevers. Indeed, we would have remained silent con- 
cerning the experiments al-o, had it not been for the fact, that 
they constitute part of a series on which we have bestowed much 
Jabor through several years, and which we intend at some future 
day to communicate to the profession more in detail. 

Accompanying the address of Prof. Brainard on Poisoned 
Wounds, are two lithograph plates which enhance the value of the 
work. and with the quality of the matter contained, make the 
present volume of Transactions of our State Society equal in in- 
terest and importance to those published by other State organiza- 
tions. D. 

ash + 4D > + 
Transactions of the American Medical Association. Instituted 

1847. Vol. vii. New York: C. B. Norton. 18654. 

We are happy to announce to our readers the appearance of this 
volume of the ‘Trunsactions. During the last few years it has 
generally reached us about ten months after the date of the an- 
nual meeting of the society. We do not wish to be understood 
as attaching any blame to previous committees of publication, al- 
though in many instances it has been two or three months after 
our.eastern exchanges were supplied, before western readers and 
western journals reecived it. It may be that our eastern friends 
received some new ideas in reference to the professional interests 


of the west at the last meeting in St. Louis. 








r 
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The volume contains, in addition to the minutes of the Seventh 
Annual Meeting, the address of Dr. Parsons, Vice-President, the 
report of the Committee on Medical Education, the report of the 
Committee on the Epidemics of Kentucky and Tennessee, on 
Erysipelas, by R. 8. Holmes, M.D., of St. Louis; on the Medi- 
cinal and Toxicological properties of the Cryptogamic Plants of 
the United States, hy Dr. Proctor, of Charleston, 8. C.; Report 
on the Epidemics of Ohio, Indiana and Michigan, for the years 
1852—3 ; Report on the Epidemics of Louisiana, Arkansas, and 
Texas in the year 1858; the prize essay on a new method of ‘Treat. 
ing Ununited Fractures and certain Deformities of the Osscous 
System, by I’r. D. Brainard, of Chicago; report on the Norwalk 
Disaster, and the reports of the Committee of Publication, Ca- 
talogue of the Officers, and permanent members and index. 

We shall give analyses of the most interesting of these papers 
in future numbers of the Journal. The mechanical execution of 
the volume is good and does credit both to the committee and the 
publishers. We advise those of our readers who wish to secure a 
copy for their libraries to send in their orders soon to Dr. Pliny 
Earle, New York Chairman of the Committee of Publication. 


J. 


a an 
On the Censtruction, Organization, and General Arrangemsnt of FHospi- 
tals for the Iusone. By Thomas 8. Kirkbride, M.D., Physician to the 
Pennsylvania Uospital for the Insane, Puiladelphia: Lindsay & 

Blakiston, 1854. 

THE growing interest for the welfare of the Insane manifested 
by States as well as by individuals, is one of the encouraging 
signs of the present age. The wants of this unfortunate class of 
the community are being recognized, while interest and duty alike 
prompt to measures for their relief. In our own country, institu- 
tions are springing up in almost every State, where their physical 
wants are judiciously cared for, and their mental maladies | roper- 
ly treated. Dr. Kirkbride, in the little work before us, has made 
some valuable suggestions as to the style of architecture and in- 
ternal arrangements best suited for the gratification of the taste 
and the accommodation of the Insane. 

We commend the work to the careful perusal of all those inte- 
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rested in the erection or management of hospitals for this elass of 


J. 


the community. 


+ 6-4 +e > 6 + Dae 


Registration of Births, Marriazes and Deaths in Rhode Is- 
land, for the ag ending May Sist, 1855. Prepared under 
the direction of Asa Porrer, Secretary of Sia 
‘ " 1c ‘ ] ’ . Qe ede . a 

The above ts a pamphlet of 188 pages, Contaiminy the first an- 
nual registration report for the State of Rhode Islarid. 

The work of compiling the report was chiefly done by Thomas 
Hi. Webb, M. D., of Providence, who seems to bave performed his 
task with much patience and care 

Forty pages are occupied with statistical tables giving the num- 
ber of Births, Marriages and Deaths in each county with their 
population as determined by the census. These tables embrace 
a great amount of very useful matter. The remaining 148 pages 
are occupied with an interesting history of the progress of legis- 
lation, and a detailed analysis of the facts furnished in the sta- 
tistical tables. 

Dr. Webb has evidently bestowed on the report much labor, 
and has thereby made it correspondingly interesting and valuable 

—— "ee 
to the whole profession. We hope the time will soon come when 
every State in the Union will have, not only a good registry law, 


but one well executed. 


— ee we 


Congestion of the brain in cholera, by James M. Newman, M. D., 
Buffalo, N. Y. 


Galt on Insanity. 

Elkoplasty or Anaplasty applied to the treatment of old ulcers; 
also a new mode of treatment for delayed or non-union of 
a fractured humerus, by Frank H. Hamilton, A. M., M. D. 
Professor of Surgery, &c., Kc. ' 

Resume de Recherches cliniques sur la fievre continue, la dyssen- 

teric, la pleuresie chronique, et sur les variations du ton dans 

les sons fournis par la percussion, et par l’auscultation, par Aus- 
tin Flint, M.D, Professeur de Medicine, theorique et pratique 

a l’Universite de Louisville, eiat de Kentucky, Etat Unis 

d@’Amerique. Paris. 1854. 
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Proceedings of the American Pharmaceutical Association, at the 
third annual meeting held in Cineinnati, July 25th and 26th, 
1854. Published by direction of the Association. 


Eighth Annual Report of the Board of Regents of the Smithson- 
ian Institution. 


Dr. Newman enumerates the following as the premonitory and 
positive symptoins of congestion of the brain in cholera: 


There is a class of cases in which there never occurs the pallid, 
sunken countenance generally seen in cholera, and so characteris- 
tie of the disease. If reaction is established. the bright, if not 
ruddy complexion of the patient seems to belie the assertion that 
but a few hours before they were at the very mouth of the grave. 

This redness of the face is attended by several peculiarities. In 
some cases it presents the appearance of a bright blush diffusing 
iself over the whole check. In ethers it is a deeper red, and not 
so largely diffused; the color toward the center of the patch be- 
coming more and more intense. a bright cireumscribed spot is man- 
ifest upon a field of less intensity. ‘The small cutaneous vessels 
are minutely injected, and the general appearance is not unlike 
that caused by the immoderate use of alcoholic stimulants, or fre- 
quent and long exposure to the sun. 

This redness of the skin, depending upon the injection of the 
vessels, is very persistent. It remains during the whole period of 
treatment, and long after convalescence. It seems as if it re- 
quired to be removed by some process of reparation. 

The eyes are more or less injected. The intensity of this in- 
jection is very various, and is increased with the the persistency 
of the case, and iis tendency toa fatal termination. The con- 
junctivee in some cases are injected in their lower halves only, 
that portion covered by the upper lids remaining singularly clear. 

If convalescence be not speedily established, the vomiting and 
parging continue, or, if for a time checked return again. Drinks, 
medicines, and nourishments are all alike rejected by the stomach ; 
and the matters thrown up cease to be a mere colorless liquid, but 
are more or less tinged, generally being yellow, sometimes green. 
ish. 

The discharges from the bowels are frequent and-assume in a 
greater or less degree the consisteucy. odor and appearance of or- 
dinary diarrhoea. The discharges sometimes are very offensive. 
This condition is not always observable, the evacuations occasion- 
ally continuing throughout the disease rice-water. But I believe 
this is more generally observable in cases of a rapid termination, 
and in cases where a relapse has been sudden from a condition of 
51 
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comparative convalescence, and partakes of the character of s se~ 
cond attack of cholera. 

As the vomiting and diarrheea continue, the strength wanes ; 
the color of the face deepens, or extends in surface; the eyes are 
more and more injected : the patient becomes drowsy and inclined 
to sleep; the stupor gradually increases, and finally profound 
coma becomes established, terminating in death, or recovery after 
long treatment and a tedious convalescence. 

The condition just described is Conjestion of the Brain in the 
eourse of Cholera. , 

The flushed face, and injected eye, are the premonitory symp- 
toms of and the indications pointing out the tendency of the dis- 
ease to such a termination, and warn us against any treatment 
which may precipitately hurry it on, and conduce to hasten our 


patients to the grave. 

I would solicit for the consideration of these conditions of the 
face and eye, more than a casual notice. Ihave come to.regard 
them as valuable diagnostic signs; ands they occur earlier in 
the disease, look upon them as affording us an uneiring index to 
our course of treatment. With these marks upon our patients we 
have Conyestion of the Brain, in some form or other, to contend 
with. And fortunate indeed shall we be if our patient prove to be 
lightly affected, or our medication wards off the impending evil. 

The author regards the vomiting and purging at this stage of 
the disease as choleraic only in their character and indications, 
the vomitiag depending on irritation of the brain from congestion, 
while the diarrhoea is due partly to the same cause, and partly to 
the exudation of the serum of the blood through the coats of the 
intestines, in consequence of a change of vital action or lesion of 
structure in their membranes. Although the writer regards this 
as a stage of cholera, yet he says that in the’ treatment “ we are 
here to cease to regard and to treat the disease as cholera merely 
but we are to merge this consideration into a knowledge of the 
fact that we have a brain affection to treat sufficiently serious to 
destroy our patient.” Grant this fact, but what is this brain af- 
fection? Dr Newman thinks it may be simple conjestion or 
state of inflammation co-existing with congestion. It has been 
supposed by others that it is dependent on retained exeretible mat- 
erials, especially urea, acting as a positive poison to the nervous 
system. It has seemed to us from many observations that it is 
simply o local manifestation of the grand mal, and that to under- 
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stand it we have only to trace the changes that take place in the 
fluids and solids of the body from the first invasion of the disease. 

The premonitory diarrhcea, as it has been calléd, we consider 
one stage of cholera. During this period the water of the blood 
is rapidly passing into the alimentary tube ; the specific gravity 
of the liquor sanguinis in the blood vessels is increased ; and by 
the law of exosmosis, the contents of the corpuscles passes through 
their walls, leaving them in a corrugated condition. As the dis- 
ease progresses, first the inorganic, second the organic solids pass 
into the intestinal canal, the blood corpuscles become still more 
collapsed, from the viscid condition of the blood. they circulate 
but slowly, and their function as the carriers of oxygen is per- 
formed with constantly increasing difficulty 

We believe it is admitted by physiologists of the present day 
that the functional activity of parts is dependent on the molecu- 
lar changes in their ultimate organic elements, and that these 
changes are effected mainly by the agency of oxygen. If this be 
80, we can understand how a series of morbid changes in the fluids 
and solids of the blood may affect the different extra-vascular 
structures. The old worn-out particle is not removed, the new 
material is not supplied, the process of secondary assimilation is 
entirely arrested, with a consequent loss of function, not of one 
organ only but of the whole system. The arrest of the circulation 
or the gongestion seems therefore to be dependent on two causes : 
first, the viscidity of the blood, from a loss of water ; secondly and 
chiefly, in the loss of the force existing in the capillaries and in 
the arterial walls. It is general in its character, manifesting it- 
self, first through those organs most sensitive to injury, and in 
their derangements affectiug most seriously the vitality of the or- 
ganism. ‘The therapeutical indications are to restore to the blood 
its normal conditions, and to excite the secretions by introducing 
into the system those substances known to possess an influence 
over them. 

The first of these indications may be fulfilled by allowing or 
requiring, if need be, that the patient drink largely of weak sol- 
utions of the neutral salts of soda and potassa, while at the same 
time beef tea or the essence of beef is adwinistered in as liberal 
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quantities as the stomach will retain, thus supplying those con- 
stituents that have been drained during the active stage of the 
disease. For mecting the second indication, we may use in ad- 
dition to the saliues above mentioned, mercurials, the measure of 
their quantity being the effect produced. ‘The experience of the 
profession we believe, has furnished quite unanimous testimony 
to their good effects in this stage of the disease, but whether they 
act as revulsives as Dr. Newman thinks. and thus relieve the con- 
gestion which he seems to suppose is confined to the brain, or whe- 
ther they serve as excitants of the organic actions generally, as 
we think more probable, it is perhaps difficult to say. 

The essay of Dr. Galt is from the American Journal of In- 
sanity. It contains much that is interesting, not only to those 
who are more immediately charged with the care of the Insane, 
but also to the general medical reader. 

Dr. Hamilton proposes to cure indolent ulcers, where there is a 
loss of integuments, by grafting from remote parts healthy tis- 
sues. The following is his summary : 

1Ist.—Uleers, accompanied with extensive loss of integument, 
do generally refuse to heal, whatever may be the health of the 
body or of the limb. 

2d. Anaplasty will sometimes succeed in accomplishing a per- 
manent cure, and esnecially where the health of the body and of 
the limb are perfect, and where, by inference, the refusal to heal 
is alone attributable to the extent of the integumentary loss 

od.—The graft wust be brought from a part quite remote ; gen- 
erally from an opposite lim), or from another person 

4th.—I[f sialler than the chasm which it is intended to fill, 
the graft will grow, or project from itself new skin to supply the 
deficiency. 

5th —[t is not improbable that the graft will expand during 
the process of cicatrization at its margins, but especially for a time 
after the cicatrization is consummated. 

6th —In cons: quence of one or both of these two latter cir- 
cumstances, it will not be necessary to make the graft so large as 
the defic’ency it is inteuded to supply. 

Dr. Hl. proposes to treat ununited fractures of the humerus 
‘by first straightening the arm A ease is reported in which this 
course was pursued and the ends of the bones perforated, as re- 
commended by Dr Brainard in similar cases. Union was estab- 
lished in less than forty days. 
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Dr. Flint, in his resume, has given the essential points of his 
work on continued fever, dysentery. chronic pleurisy, and his 
prize essay on the variations of the pitch in the sounds furnished 
by auscultation and pereussion, published in French during bis 
recent visit to Paris. The works have been noticed in our 
journal, and we have nothing more to say in reference to them. 

We have not space in the present number to do more than ac- 
knowledge the receipt of the remaining works 

We have received catalogues of medical and surgical works, by 
Blanchard & Lea, Philadelphia; and the Messrs. Wood of New 
York. Also, the Eighteenth Annual Report of the Directors and 
Superintendent of the Vermont Asylum for the Insane. J. 


~——— + Os we - 


The Voluntary System of Medical Education Instituted by the 
Independent Medical School of Pensylvania, Chartered May 
8th, 1854: King & Baird, Printers, Philadelphia. 

Tue above is the title of a pamphlet of 20 pages. containing 
some just criticisms on the present system of Medical Education, 
and explaining the nature and objects of what is styled the “ In- 
dependent Medical School of Pennsylvania.” 

-The proposed organization is not to be a school for giving in- 
struction or lectures, but solely for the purpose of securing an in- 
dependent board of examiners before whom the candidate for Med- 
ical honors can present himself and receive a thorough examina- 
tion without reference to tke place where he may have pursued 
his studies or attended on lectures. We infer from the pamphlet 
that a charter has been obtained granting all the powers necessary 
for carrying into effect such an institution. 

An attempt of a similar character was made in Philadelphia, so 
early vs the year 1887 ; and was then advocated by a very large 
proportion of the profession in that city. But the legislature then 
refused to grant them the necessary charter. (See Eclectic Jour- 
nal, Med. vol. 1. p. 80.) We hope the present effort will meet 
with better success ; for we hail every movement that tends to se- 
ver the present connection between the business of /eaching medi- 
cine and granting diplomas which serve as licenses to practice. 
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We have long contended that the several medical schools of our 
country could never be thrown fully upon their actual merits, as 
institutions of learning and sound instruction, so long as the pri- 
vilege of conferring degrees placed the most insignificant school on 
the same level, in this respect, with the most renowned. But the 
establishment of ever so many Independent Boards of Examina- 
tion will not remedy some of the most prominent objections to the 
present system of medical education. Take, for instance, the ob- 
jection stated very clearly in the following paragraph from the 
pamphlet before us : 

“Qut of the customary limitation to a duplicated session of 
four or five months, (the two sessions that make up the term of 
public instruction, are in fact, but copies and representations of 
each other,) there grows an unavoidable confusion of study— 
a mixture without order, relation, or natural sequence and depen- 
dency. Anatomy, for instance, which certainly ought to have 
some fixed place in the programme of tuition, corresponding to its 
natural order in study, is taught in a tangled coil of surgery, phy- 
siology, therapeutics, and obstetries! The surgeon begins, per- 
haps, with inflammation, and the chair of practice opens on fevers, 
while the anatomist is still lecturing on the bones. And amputa- 
tions, the action of remedies upon the vascular and nervous sys- 
tems, and the mechanism of parturition; are under discussion in 
their several chairs, before the anatomist has reached a muscle, 
artery or nerve, involved in the prelections of his fellow-profes- 
sors !”’ 

This crowding of the whole field of Medical Science upon the 
mind of the student without method or natural order, during a 
limited session of college instruction, has long been felt as a radi- 
cal fault. But the remedy proposed both in the pamphlet and 
elsewhere, which consists in simply lengthening the college terms, 
is wholly futile and inadequate. Here was the great error of the 
American Medical Association. Its members saw clearly the ab- 
surdity of crowding the field of medical study into the brief period 
of four months, and hence one of their first acts was to recommend 
the addition of éwo months to the college term. But in doing 
this they left the same confusion, the same daily crowding of di- 
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verse branches upon the mind, regardless of their natural sequence, 
as before. Consequently it only subjected the student to a more 
protracted endurance of the same difficulties as in the short ses- 
sions ; and the recommendation proved an entire failure. If the 
Association had, with the same unanimity, recommended the an- 
nual college session to be extended to nine months, instead of six; 
and then subdivided it into ¢erms of three months each, with a 
division of the science of medicine into ¢welve departments—four 
of which should be taught in each of the terms of the college ses- 
sion ; they might have so grouped the several departments or bran- 
ches that all students during the first year of study should attend 
one term of four branches, presented in four lectures a day for 
three months, thereby giving ample time for practical dissections 
and study—those in the second year of study should attend an- 
other term of four branches, three months, during which they 
should still dissect and also attend hospital for the special purpose 
of studying Pathology— and those in the third and last year of 
pupilage, having now laid a good foundation should attend the third 
term of the college session, which should embrace the great reme- 
dial or directly practical branches with clinical instruction both 
for its Pathology and Therapeutics. 

This would place the several departments of medical study in 
something like their natural order of sequence and dependence, 
and wonld secure a most desirable degree of method and thorough- 
hess in our system of medical education, without any increased tax 
on the student’s time or pecuniary resources. If such a system of 
college instruction was adopted together with the establishment of 
independent boards of censors for confering degrees, it would soon 
place every college entirely on its merits and resources for instruc- 
tion, and give to college competition a widely different tendency, 
in some respects, from what it has possessed during the last half 
century. In the meantime we would commend to the attention of 
the friends of the ‘“‘ Voluntary System,” in Pennsylvania, the 
concluding chapter of a little (and much abused work) we pub- 
lished a few years since “On Medical Education.” D. 
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EDITORIAL. 


To Members of the Minois State Medical Society : 


THE volume of the Transactions of this Society for 1854 hag 
been published and mailed to all who have paid the annual assess- 
ment of Two Dollars. The names of all such are published in 
the list at the end of the volume. 

Bat there are many who have been and are still included as 
members of the Society wqo have not paid their assessment, and 
the amount of money reccived into the treasury is not yet suffi- 
cient to pay the expenses of publication. It will be seen from the 
notice of the volume of Transactions in this number of the jour- 
nal, that it contains some matter of permenent value. 

Vill not all those whose names have been enrolled on the list 
of members of the Society, who have not already done so, forward 
without delay their names with the annual assessment, and there- 
by furnish themselves with the Transactions, and the treasury with 
funds. It witl s:ve time and trouble if all applications for copies 
are addressed directly to N. 8. Davis, Treasurer of the Society, 
Chicago, IIl. D. 


am 6.20 


Tue next number, which is the last of the present volume, 
will contain a leading article on a form of Jaundice, which was 
quite prevalent during the middle part of the last winter, and 
cases of which are again becoming frequent. With the commence- 
ment of the new volume, we shall resume the series of Articles 
on the Pathology of Fevers, which was commenced in volume ii., 
aud continue them until they embrace a ful] exposition of our 
views of the causes and treatment of this large and important class: 
of diseases. 

In the meantime we hope our friends will not withhold their 
contributions to our columns: 












